
CENSUS 2011: AT A GLANCE 

The Indian Census is a remarkable administrative feat. The Census of India is very crucial to 

understand the stock of population and its trends from time to time. It is the credible source of 

statistical information on various dimensions and indicators of the citizens since 1872. 

Clearly, our census history goes back to 1872 when although a Census was conducted, it is 

not regarded as a regular census as it was not conducted at the same time. Since 1881 India 

has conducted decennial censuses without any interruption. We should be proud of our 

census. It was in 1881 that a Census was conducted for the entire country under the aegis of 

British administration.  

After Independence, Parliament passed the Census Act of 1948 and created a post of 

Census Commissioner. The Office of the Registrar General and Census Commissioner, 

India, under the Union Ministry of Home Affairs is the nodal authority for conducting 

decennial Census in the country. Census 2011 is the 15th National Census of the country 

since 1872 and the 7th after independence.   

The Census of 2001 marked a golden chapter in the history of world population when 

Indian population crossed one billion marks. The Census 2011 also make eagerness among 

the demographers because the trends of its population and the possibilities of bypassing 

China as world’s largest populated country.  

Census Report of India 2011 

 The provisional figures of Census 2011 were released by the Ministry of Home 

Affairs on 31st March, 2011. Census 2011 was the largest such exercise in the world. China 

conducted a census in 2010 but in terms of scope, coverage and comprehensiveness our 

census questionnaires go much beyond a headcount. Granted, China’s headcount is higher 

than ours in 2011 but there the ball stops. We have numerous tables on the demographic, 

social and economic life of the people in this country of great demographic diversity.   

The Census 2011 has incorporated some new categories for the first time for the 

purpose of acquiring comprehensive and holistic data. The new categories included the items; 

namely: gender – new category “Other” introduced in addition to male and female; date of 

birth – a new question introduced along with age; current marital status; new question on 

SC/ST introduced – Is this person SC/ST?; added eight types of disability; details of 



migration and Census 2011, for the first time, has taken a new initiative to sensitize school 

students about census operations. The Census Organization implemented “Census in School” 

programme across the country.   

Census 2011: Key points  

The decades of efforts aimed at containing population growth in the country have 

finally started yielding results, albeit mixed ones. As the provisional results of the 2011 

census reveal, we have a lot to feel happy and proud about, but this happiness comes with a 

baggage of some very serious concerns. With the growth rate of population slowing down to 

17.64 from the earlier 21.54, we can hope to see our population stabilizing earlier than we 

had expected.  

The sustained campaign by central and state governments, non government 

organizations and leaders of the society to educate our masses have also borne fruit – with 

literacy levels having risen to 74.04 from 64.83 in 2001. What is more heartening in this 

regard is the fact that among these additional literates the number of women is more than that 

of men. India is finally giving due thought to the education of her daughters. We are now 

4.91 points closer to bridging the gender gap in literacy. 

However, while India may have started showing concern about her daughters’ 

education, the same cannot be said about her enthusiasm in welcoming female offsprings into 

the family- at least in major parts of the country. The alarming and continuous drop in the 

Child Sex Ratio (CSR) over the years is not just a matter of serious concern for the nation but 

also a matter of shame for any civilized society. Studies point to the growing scale of son 

preference and the resultant sex- selective abortion or female foeticide as the major 

reason for this drop in CSR. The trend seems to be more alarming in the northern and the 

western parts of the country. Clearly, the legislation preventing sex-selective abortion has 

proved totally ineffectual, and we need to work out more effective strategies in this regard. 

Major highlights of the Census 2011  

The population of the country as per the provisional figures of Census 2011 is 

1210.19 million of which 623.7 million (51.54%) are males and 586.46 million (48.46%) are 

females. The major highlights of the Census 2011 (Provisional figures) are: 

• The population of India has increased by more than 181 million during the decade 

2001-2011.  



• Percentage growth in 2001-2011 is 17.64; males 17.19 and females 18.12.  

2001-2011 is the first decade (with the exception of 1911-1921) which has actually 

added lesser population compared to the previous decade. 

• Uttar Pradesh (199.5 million) is the most populous State in the country followed by 

Maharashtra with 112 million.  

• The percentage decadal growth rates of the six most populous States have declined 

during 2001-2011 compared to 1991-2001: 

1) Uttar Pradesh  (25.85% to 20.09%)  

2) Maharashtra  (22.73% to 15.99%)  

3) Bihar  (28.62% to 25.07%)  

4) West Bengal  (17.77 % to 13.93%)  

5) Andhra Pradesh  (14.59% to 11.10%)  

6) Madhya Pradesh (24.26% to 20.30%)  

• During 2001-2011, as many as 25 States/UTs with a share of about 85% of the 

country's population registered an annual growth rate of less than 2% as compared to, 

15 States/UTs with a share of about 42% during the period 1991-2001.  

• 15 States/UTs have grown by less than 1.5 per cent per annum during 2001-2011, 

while the number of such States/UTs was only 4 during the previous decade.  

• The total number of children in the age-group 0-6 is 158.8 million (-5 million since 

2001).  

• Twenty States and Union Territories now have over one million children in the age 

group 0-6 years. On the other extreme, there are five States and Union Territories in 

the country that are yet to reach the one hundred thousand mark.  

• Uttar Pradesh (29.7 million), Bihar (18.6 million), Maharashtra (12.8 million), 

Madhya Pradesh (10.5 million) and Rajasthan (10.5 million) constitute 52% children 

in the age group of 0-6 years.  

• Population (0-6 years) 2001-2011 registered minus (-) 3.08 percent growth with 

minus (-) 2.42 for males and -3.80 for females.  

• The proportion of Child Population in the age group of 0-6 years to total population is 

13.1 percent while the corresponding figure in 2001 was 15.9 percent. The decline has 

been to the extent of 2.8 points.  

• Overall sex ratio at the national level has increased by 7 points to reach 940 at Census 

2011 as against 933 in Census 2001. This is the highest sex ratio recorded since 



Census 1971 and a shade lower than 1961. Increase in sex ratio is observed in 29 

States/UTs.  

• Three major States (J&K, Bihar & Gujarat) have shown decline in sex ratio as 

compared to Census 2001.  

• Kerala with 1084 has the highest sex ratio followed by Puducherry with 1038; Daman 

& Diu has the lowest sex ratio of 618.  

• Child sex ratio (0-6 years) is 914. Increasing trend in the child sex ratio (0-6) seen in 

Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Mizoram and A&N 

Islands. In all remaining 27 States/UTs, the child sex ratio show decline over Census 

2001.  

• Mizoram has the highest child sex ratio (0-6 years) of 971 followed by Meghalaya 

with 970. Haryana is at the bottom with ratio of 830 followed by Punjab with 846.  

• Literacy rate has gone up from 64.83 per cent in 2001 to 74.04 per cent in 2011 

showing an increase of 9.21 percentage points.  

• Percentage growth in literacy during 2001-2011 is 38.82; males: 31.98% & females: 

49.10%.  

• Literates constitute 74 per cent of the total population aged seven and above and 

illiterates form 26 per cent.  

National Population Register (NPR) 

 The creation of National Population Register (NPR) is one of the unique features of 

Census 2011. It is anticipated that the NPR will frame a comprehensive and holistic identity 

database of usual residents of the country. It will incorporate biometric data and UID number 

of every citizens (15 years and above). National Identity Cards will be given in a phased 

manner to all usual residents by the Office of the Registrar General and Census 

Commissioner, India. This project will eliminate fraud/fake activities in the economic system 

and ensure good delivery mechanism by including deserved sections and excluding 

undeserved people.  

Do You Know the Number of Administrative Units as per Census 2011..? 

• Union Territories  - 7 

• States    - 28 

• Districts   - 640 



• Sub-districts   - 5924 

• Towns    - 7938 

• Villages   - 6.41 lakh 

Table: Population size, Growth rate and Sex Ratio, 2011 

 India/State/ 

Union Territory  

Persons Per cent of 

India’s Pop 

Decadal 

growth rate 

Sex ratio 

(females per 

1000 males) 

 INDIA  1,210,193,422 100.00 17.64 940 

1 Uttar Pradesh 199,581,477 16.49 20.09 908 

2 Maharashtra  112,372,972 9.29 15.99 925 

3 Bihar  103,804,637 8.58 25.07 916 

4 West Bengal  91,347,736 7.55 13.93 947 

5 Andhra Pradesh 84,665,533 7.00 11.1 992 

6 Madhya Pradesh 72,597,565 6.00 20.3 930 

7 Tamil Nadu 72,138,958 5.96 15.6 995 

8 Rajasthan 68,621,012 5.67 21.44 926 

9 Karnataka 61,130,704 5.05 15.67 968 

10 Gujarat  60,383,628 4.99 19.17 918 

11 Orissa 41,947,358 3.47 13.97 978 

12 Kerala 33,387,677 2.76 4.86 1,084 

13 Jharkhand 32,966,238 2.72 22.34 947 

14 Assam  31,169,272 2.58 16.93 954 

15 Punjab  27,704,236 2.29 13.73 893 

Source: Census Report, 2011 

Do You Know Effective Literacy Rate..? 

• The ratio of total number of educated people to the total number of population is 

termed as Crude Literacy Rate.  

• Effective Literacy Rate refers to the ratio of total number of educated people to the 

total number of population above 7 years of age. Crude Literacy Rate is 64.32 and 

Effective Literacy Rate is 74.04.  



• Prior to 1991 Censuses, our calculation of literacy rate come under the definition of 

Crude Literacy Rate. 

Discussion from the Author’s Desk 

• The size of population varies from almost 200 million in Uttar Pradesh to 10 million 

in Uttarakhand. This implies that U.P. has 16.5 per cent of India’s population while 

Uttarakhand which is an off-shoot of U.P. claims only 0.8 per cent. 

• There are wide variations in the decadal growth rate of population. Bihar has a growth 

rate of 25.1 per cent during 2001-11 while the growth rate in Kerala is only 4.9 per 

cent. 

• The figures show the incredible demographic diversity of India. It follows therefore 

that there cannot be one population policy for the whole country. Population policies 

have to be state and region specific.  

• The same story is repeated when we take a good look at literacy figures. Kerala has 

the highest literacy rate, both for males (96%) and females (92%). At the other end is 

Bihar where the male literacy rate is 73% while the female literacy rate is 53%. It 

means that almost half of the female population is illiterate. What education policy 

can we then formulate for the whole country? The policy must be state and region-

specific.  

Worsening Child Sex Ratio (0-6 years) 

The Child Sex Ratio (CSR) stands for the number of girls per 1000 boys in the age 

group 0-6 years. The most disturbing aspect of 2011 census data by far is the growing 

imbalance between the sexes in the youngest age group (0-6) which is indicative of female 

foeticide. In short, the girl child is not wanted and therefore not allowed to be born, thanks to 

the use of modern medical technology.  

The CSR has continuously declined from 976 in 1961 to 914 in 2011. It should 

certainly be a cause for concern to our leaders of society and the government (see Table 3). 

 

 

 

 

 



Table: Child Sex Ratio (CSR) in Bigger States, 2011 

(Girls per 1,000 boys in the age group 0-6 years) 

Rank State/ UT 2001 2011 Variation 

 INDIA 927 914 -13 

1 Haryana 819 830 +11 

2 Punjab 798 846 +48 

3 Jammu & Kashmir 941 859 -82 

4 NCT of Delhi UT 868 866 -2 

5 Maharashtra 913 883 -30 

6 Rajasthan 909 883 -26 

7 Gujarat 883 886 +3 

8 Uttarakhand 908 886 -22 

9 Uttar Pradesh 916 899 -17 

10 Madhya Pradesh 932 912 -20 

11 Bihar 942 933 -9 

12 Orissa 953 934 -19 

13 Andhra Pradesh 961 943 -18 

14 Karnataka 946 943 -3 

15 Jharkhand 965 943 -22 

16 Tamil Nadu 942 946 +4 

17 West Bengal 960 950 -10 

18 Assam 965 957 -8 

19 Kerala 960 959 -1 

20 Chhattisgarh 975 964 -11 

         Source: Census Report, 2011 

Sex Ratio: International Comparison 

Table: Sex Ratio of the Selected Countries 

SL No. Country 2001 2011 

                           World                         986                       984 

1 China 944 926 

2 India 933 940 



3 U.S.A. 1029 1025 

4 Indonesia 1004 988 

5 Brazil 1025 1042 

6 Pakistan 938 943 

7 Russia 1140 1167 

8 Bangladesh 958 978 

9 Japan 1041 1055 

10 Nigeria 1016 987 

                           

Table: Sex Ratio: India & Neighbours 

India among its neighbours 2001-2011 

Countries 2001 2011 

India 933 940 

Pakistan 938 943 

Bangladesh 958 978 

Sri Lanka 1010 1034 

Nepal 1005 1014 

Afghanistan 930 931 

Bhutan 919 897 

Myanmar 1011 1048 

 

Concluding Remarks  

Among the developing countries, India is the only one with 15 decennial 

uninterrupted series of population counts. No other developing country has done this. The 

Census also talks about the rising population and the solutions regarding checking it. The 

speed with which India is adding population poses a big challenge to countries like India. 

Without overall development in the living standards of the population, checking population 

will not be possible.  

 

 


